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The Holy Cross Herald     July 2019
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross… 

 
 

                           July 

                     Calendar 
1 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
4 – Independence Day –  
                            pray for our nation! 
  5 – Supper and study recess till the 19th 
  7 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
  9 – NE Cherry Festival begins 
 13 –    Join us for all the festivities! 
14 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
15 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
19 – Supper /study/service              6 pm 
20 – Crafting Group                       10 am  
21 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
         Parish brunch                         Noon 
22 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
26 – Supper /study/service              6 pm 
28 –Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
29 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
 

 

                           July 
                      Birthdays 
2 – Joan Page, Eleanor McDonald 
13 – Ann  Edwards 
25 – Anne Bardol 

 
 

 

         NEWS FROM holycrossne.org 

 

                            A lot is happening with 
                           Holy Cross‘s on-line pre- 
                           sence this summer. Blue 
Blaze Associates (headed by Sandy Tac-
cone), our wonderful  designers, have got-
ten us a new server and done some sub-
stantial re-design of the site.  Check out 
the stunning new look of things, and easi-
er navigation.  At home, Anne Bardol, 
who has faithfully maintained the site for 
its startup years (and all the vicissitudes 
thereof) has handed off the job to Chris 
Babo (a web wizard besides his other ta-
lents).  Chris has also taken over the Face-
book page, with some new looks there as 
well. Many thanks to Anne, Chris and 
Blue Blaze for all the help with our web-
image.     + 
 
 

                  Don’t forget that the North East    
                              Council of Churches’  fall 
                                       project of outfitting 
                                         needy children with 
school supplies will be going into high 
gear next month, when the NE School 
District provides us with info.  If you find 
great buys on clothing and school 
equipment in summer sales, stock up and 
bring it to the church so we can get a 
head start on our contributions!  + 
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by Hannah Margaret 
McDonald 
From the mooring  
point a hundred yards from shore the 
turquoise water stretches out in all direc-
tions. The plain of sea expands until it 
meets sand — either on the coast of this 
island I now call my home, that of other 
islands, the home of thousands of other 
humans and animals, or the horizon, 
which stretches along the clear, sunny 
sky. In this particular bay, the shadows of 
underwater seagrass fields create dark pat-
ches in the otherwise crystalline, light wa-
ter. Here, the sea turtles make their home 
with other shallow-dwelling aquatic life.  

 

On St. John, there is beauty everywhere. 
Without even trying, you can see the mys-
tic beauty of the world in the details of 
your surroundings; from the eyes of these 
ancient turtles to the sharp, green moun-
tain profile of the islands as it‘s revived by 
long-awaited rains following devastating 
hurricanes of 2017; and from the blazing 
sun which guides all life here to the eyes 
of kind strangers who offer advice and a 
sense of community, which is invaluable 
when one moves to a new place.  
 

Moving abroad is challenging, as anyone 
who has done it can attest and everyone 
else can assume. A new place — especially 
one so unlike home —doesn‘t hold your 
hand and say, ―Hey look at all this great-
ness around you!‖ Instead, it often push-
es you into every possible obstacle and 

says, ―Open your eyes.‖  
 

If you can manage to shake off the ner-
vousness, discomfort — and even fear — to 
do so, you may have the privilege of see-
ing the beauty. The world is huge, which 
can be terrifying, but it is beautiful.  It is 
good; and the experience of living in it is 
made better by sharing the goodness and 
breathtaking beauty of all that God has 
created for us with the wonderful people 
you meet along the way. 
 

{Ed. Note: Hannah McDonald is in the US Virgin 
Islands practicing her craft as a writer.  We are 
grateful that she has agreed to write a regular co-
lumn for the Herald, of which this is the first.  
Her blog, makingmargaret.com, is now on the 
Web.}                                                                  + 

Supper and Study 

The Supper and Study group is now wor-
king their way through Judaism in their 
study of Barbara Brown Taylor‘s Holy En-
vy: Finding God in the Faith of Others. So 
they invited Becky Taccone to talk with 
them about her conversion from Christia-
nity to Judaism, its motivations and pro-
cess, and were very grateful for the infor-
mation and insights she shared.       + 

 

- The choir is in the process of formation; 
music is being selected.  All voices needed.   
See Chris Babo or Carol to sign up. 
- No hymn of the month selected for July yet 
– let Carol know if you have a favorite. 
 

      Bishop’s Committee Report  
The BC‘s June meditation focused on the 
‗family‘ of Jesus and how he constructed 
an entirely new one from his followers –  
‗those who do the will of my Father‘ – af-

file:///F:/makingmargaret.com
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX46iAJOy2wAgTeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqaTFoaGxvBHBvcwMxNwRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1j3mbrcpc/EXP=1308817594/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=heifer+international+logo&fr=my-myy&w=267&h=267&imgurl=www.fumcgraham.org/children/images/heiferprojectlogo.jpg&rurl=http://www.fumcgraham.org/children/heiferproject.htm&size=26KB&name=Heifer+Project,+...&p=heifer+international+logo&oid=16ca3a99b347daaf643ad25323973ff6&fr2=&no=17&tt=305&sigr=11kfedbhq&sigi=11o7dq4af&sigb=1336v8234&.crumb=9jx8pom0UWZ


 3 

ter his rejection by his blood-family.  We 
considered the way churches seek to ap-
peal to some preferred demographic 
group like the stereotypical ‗young family 
with children‘; and our author‘s opinion 
that it‘s better to seek to appeal to people 
of any age or social position who wish to 
follow Jesus.  We have nothing whatever 
against YFWC‘s, of course (especially 
right after the morning‘s delights of sha-
ring our young Ellie‘s debut as bell-ringer, 
and even-younger Rosalie‘s ecstatic aspira-
tions to join her).  And guest Chris Babo 
recounted movingly how his YFWC 
found us, and how he has steered others 
in our direction, based on his conviction 
that the desire to follow Jesus is the mov-
ing force of this parish.   
 

He pointed out that young people (youn-
ger than most of us, anyway) unconnec-
ted with a church have little patience with 
places which they regard as blindly follow-
ing cultural norms, or lacking awareness 
of political and economic realities, in the 
name of ‗religious‘ ideas. They will come 
to where they sense real conviction and 
principles that can guide their lives, not 
where people are simply going through 
the motions of ‗personal‘ piety.   
 

This discussion led (like most of our  dis-
cussions) toward consideration of how to 
reach out to those who don‘t know us – 
and thus straight to the Cherry Festival.  
We entertained various suggestions about 
hospitality during the festival – free park-
ing (at one‘s own risk) and a Porta-Potty 
in the parking lot; cups of ice water and 

ice cream given out with info about the 
church.  Our idea of a prayer-tent seems 
impracticable in the noise and confusion 
of the parade; and various other suggesti-
ons were considered and rejected.  Anne 
and Rich Robinson will see about the ice 
cream; Anne will check on signage; Chris 
and Becky will make fans. 
 

Various small matters came before us.  
Anne Bardol was told that there is a dio-
cesan policy for missions to keep their in-
vestment funds in the diocesan trust.This 
has not been verified, but it seemed like a 
good idea; so Anne will transfer our pres-
ent vast wealth to the PNC account, until 
we decide how to spend the mission mo-
ney and what is left from the parking lot. 
The grape-suit is becoming shabby and 
needs to be replaced (Debby Seifert will 
investigate the possibility of a cherry-suit).   
 

Property: The metal-recycling project will 
be put off deferred until David Pascale re-
turns from a trip. People with scrap metal 
to donate can bring it to the back ‗alcove‘ 
to be taken away in that effort. There is 
no word on the house next door. David 
continues to look out for a wheelchair lift 
for the front entry. He also opined that 
we ought to try to host more musical 
events {more on that to follow} for which 
we will need to shore up the sanctuary 
floor under the piano.+ 

                                       Thank you! 
- to Isabel McDonald for the donation of 
the refrigerator, now in the sacristy for 
keeping flowers from week to week.  
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The Last Word . . I was much struck by Hannah McDonald‘s observation in her column, above, that, to 

bring us to awareness, reality ‗doesn‘t hold your hand and say, ―Hey look at all this greatness around you!‖  
Instead, it often pushes you into every possible obstacle and says, ―Open your eyes.‖‘  Her thought echoes our 
Eucharistic prayer: ‗Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us‘ – a prayer that should be 
constant for each of us, for both the ‗greatness‘ and the ‗obstacles‘.    
 

I called Debby before I came to the church last Saturday to see if I needed to bring some flowers.  ‗Well‘, she 
said, ‗last week‘s look pretty sad, and I couldn‘t find many this morning.‘  So I clipped my hydrangea and 
arrived at the church just as Bethia went off to get more flowers from her sources.  Fast forward two hours to 
the usual conversation among the staff.  ‗If you put any more flowers in those window-vases, they‘ll fall over‘.   
‗I guess this one can go on the food table – everywhere else is covered.‘ ‗Let me have all those leftovers‘, fol-
lowed by ‗this is the best one‘.  Same story every week. The three of us now have the routine down so pat that 
we can each work on our own bouquet (subject to the critical judgment of the other two), or all work on the 
same one, someone cutting things for the main arranger, then moving into that job while the others cut for 
her.  It‘s an extreme example of the ‗flow‘ that gets things done around here with such efficiency and joy.   
 

Not that we are hogging the privilege – while we are exulting in the beauty in our hands, we discuss how to 
include more people in this process – from inviting some with a known ‗good eye‘, to training the next co-
hort of flower-ladies and –guys.  This means you, all you new members who might be looking for a ministry 
where you ‗fit‘ in your new church; and all you oldies who want to get into something you haven‘t tried yet. 
To me, piling those flowers into those vases – both the sameness of the demand (to bear witness to God‘s 
gifts of overwhelming beauty and gracious abundance), and the variety of our materials to meet that demand 
– is a weekly chore that restores my faith in a good God and a good creation.    
 

Which needs a lot of restoring in citizens of a nation that keeps hundreds of children in prisons, without 
soap, water, toothbrushes, diapers, beds, decent food, or adult caregivers (the 8-year olds take care of the in-
fants).  They ‗live‘ in filth, cold and hunger, try to sleep with all the lights on, under aluminum ‗blankets‘ on 
concrete floors, and wonder where their parents are; while Border Patrol agents tweet comments like ‗If you 
die, you die‘. Some of them do.  History will remember these days as we remember slavery, the imprisonment 
of Japanese-Americans in World War II, the concentration camps of the Third Reich.  And, if we live long 
enough for our grandchildren to grow up, they‘ll be asking us about them, and how we lived with our-selves 
while our country tortured fellow human beings, tiny ones, helpless ones, with such cruelty – planned cruelty, 
fully intended by a corrupt and amoral administration, to ‗deter‘ people from trying to escape even worse 
violence and cruelty in their home places.  ‗Where were you, Grandma‘, they will ask.  ‗Didn‘t you know 
what was going on?  How could you not have cared?‘  What will we answer them?  As people have often 
observed about the rise of Nazism, it happened not because so many people were evil but because so many 
‗good‘ people managed not to care.  What God thinks of a government like this one is on every page of our 
Bible; we just have to decide what we think and do about it. 
 

But every week the flowers come, and flow through our hands into a different kind of gorgeousness from 
how they grew in their original homes.  As Hannah says, life often presents us with a command to ‗open your 
eyes‘ by way of hard things, not beautiful ones. The beauty is there, I often think, to sustain us, to enable us 
to bear the hardness – of difficulty, of unwillingness to believe what is being done in our name, of guilt.  
Thank you, God, for the flowers: may they nerve us to do something about the hatred and cruelty that some-
times threatens to overwhelm the beauty.  Forgive us our sins; deliver us from evil – and those innocent, suf-
fering children from the evil that we bear responsibility for.  Your will be done.  Open our eyes.  Carol + 
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Parish prayer list Healing:  David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter, Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Carlo, 
Gloria, Ian, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia,  Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Susie, Jane, Amber, John 
and Becky, Chris, Owen, Catherine, Jody, Allison, Shauna, Ron, Ken, Doreen, Jim, Scott, Yasmine.  
In harm‘s way: Corey, Danny, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, David, Jennifer, Ryan and 
Jade, Justin, and all in our armed forces; public safety personnel and those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 
All the poor, sick, hungry, abused, enslaved, addicted, in prison; refugees and homeless; unemployed; lonely, be-
reaved or afraid.                                                                   The world: climate change, radical inequality 

Our national leaders; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Africa Central and South America           
Our church:  Our mission, leaders and ministries            Fellow Christians: North East neighbors; the persecuted 
 
 

                          July Service List 

 

 

                                        JULY 7                   JULY  14                     JULY 21                         JULY 28 

 

Altar guild         Anne Bardol             Deb Huck                Joanne Hopkins                Lisa Furey 
 

Greeters                              -                  Volunteers        -                                
 

Acolytes                                            -   Lisa Furey and staff             - 
 

Lector                    Deb Huck              Jane Jones                 Kelly McDonald             William Miller 
 

Chalice                          Lisa Furey              Anne Bardol                  Lisa Furey                     Anne Bardol 
 

Coffee                   Debby Seifert           Donna Fuller               BRUNCH                    Deb Huck 

  

Tellers           C. Huck/J. Hopkins    D. Seifert/ L. Beach      J. Creed/volunteer        L. Furey/J. Jones 

 
Trash                                                                     Anne Bardol 
 

                                                        Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs!  
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
51 West Main Street 
 North East, PA 16428 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the ‗contact‘ function on the website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church 
welcomes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our 
neighbors near and far. 
 

 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 &10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
   9:30 and 11:30 am -  Coffee and fellowship   
          Brunch (third Sunday of month) 
 

Monday8pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
            open meeting        Downstairs lounge 
 

Friday  6 pm – Supper /study / service 
                                         Parish hall upstairs 
 

Saturday 10 am  (3rd Sat.) Craft Group  
                                         Parish hall upstairs 
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